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Greater Sydney Commission 
Draft Central District Plan 
PO Box 257 
PARRAMATTA  NSW 2124 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Re Draft Central District Plan  
 

We write on behalf of he 
 

Although EQ, along with Fox Studios, Allianz Stadium and the SCG comprise an identified 
State Significant Development site in Schedule 2 of State Environmental Planning Policy 
(State and Regional Development) 2011, neither the site as a whole, nor any of its 
component parts are referred to anywhere in the DCDP.  Similarly there is no reference to 
Moore Park with which the State Significant Development site is closely inter-related. 

In this regard 
Park Master Plan for public comment in mid 2016. This followed earlier dissemination by the 

 

Please find att
the Draft Moore Park Master Plan. 
vital part of the broader Moore Park precinct.  

On behalf of Carsingha we request that the DCDP be augmented to recognise the significant 
role that the former Moore Park showground (now Fox Studios and EQ), the adjacent sports 
stadia (and Moore Park generally) perform as a world class sports, entertainment and multi-
use precinct which is continually evolving to meet the needs of all key stakeholders.  

Thankyou for your consideration of this submission.  

Yours faithfully 
BBC Consulting Planners 





 



 

22 September 2016  

Attn: The Moore Park Master Plan project team  
Elton Consulting 
Level 6 
332-342 Oxford Street  
Bondi Junction NSW 2022 

 

To whom it may concern, 

Re:  Draft Moore Park Master Plan: Moore Park 2040, Future Directions 

 

stakeholders to ensure the parklands and surrounding precincts serve the community in the 
best way possible and preserve this vital piece of open space for generations to come.  

strategy 
Titanium has sought the views of (and undertaken research with) over 500 existing users, 
customers, employees and members of the local and surrounding community.  The research 
was designed to capture views and attitudes towards the EQ, understand how the site is 
currently used and what new or additional amenities people would like to see. The findings of 
the research and the feedback from the consultation have been shared with CPMPT and are 
further summarised within this document. 

its overall support, and in particular:- 

 supported enhanced pedestrian areas and increased permeability between different 
areas of the precinct to allow visitors to move seamlessly between the different areas; 

 further to the above, supported the opportunity to create additional access points in 
the EQ heritage wall and more memorable entrances through which the local 
community and other visitors could more readily access EQ; 

 supported increased connections and access points between the precincts, this being 
identified as a crucial aspect in ensuring greater connectivity for visitors and essential 
to address the existing limitations on visitor access to EQ (i.e. from only one access 
point on each of Driver Avenue and Lang Road) and to better cater to visitors who will 
use the Moore Park light rail network stop; 

 supported improved access between the components of the precinct: the SCG, 
Allianz Stadium, Hordern Pavilion, EQ, Moore Park and Centennial Park as a means 



 

to help with pre and post event crowd management and dispersion, as well as safe 
and secure evacuation in the event of a potential incident; 

 supported discussions about the options and ideas for use of the Show Ring to best 
benefit the community; 

 supported the improved use of the Hordern Pavilion and Royal Hall of Industries; 

 supported a review of planning controls to improve the use and activation of EQ; and 

 supported pop-
events. 

Carsingha has now reviewed the Draft Moore Park Master Plan and appreciates and 

t
out in the Draft Master Plan are supported. 

The following comments are provided in response to the relevant aspects of the exhibited 
Draft Master Plan. 

1. The objectives are supported 

Carsingha notes and supports the following project objectives:- 

1. Maintaining and enhancing green open space; 

2. Improving financial, social and environmental sustainability; 

3. Responding to increasing visitation and usage demands; 

4. Accommodating the changing and increasingly diverse sporting and recreational 
needs of local and regional visitors; 

5. 
heritage fabric; 

6. Providing for dynamic community and stakeholder engagement; 

7. Providing for the integration of the following developments within the precinct: 

- CBD and SE Light Rail route and the Moore Park Station; 

- Anzac Parade Shared Path Bridge; 

- Planned capital projects proposed by Parklands licensees (e.g. 
Entertainment Quarter, Fox Studios, etc); 



 

- Planned capital projects implemented by surrounding stakeholders (e.g. 
Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground Trust (SCGT)); 

8. Providing transport and access solutions to this busy and important precinct.   

Please note: The findings from our independent community and visitor research 
showed that access to the EQ (due to parking constraints, lack of public transport and 
difficulty getting in/out of the site) was a barrier to visitation for 51% of those 
surveyed. 

 

Carsingha also notes and supports the following objectives for which the Master Plan will be 
a guiding framework:- 

- 
appropriate future uses; 

- Understanding the diverse parts while planning for the whole; 

- Creating improved access and permeability allowing for a more vibrant 
and better connected precinct.   

Please note: The research showed that 73% of those coming to the EQ do 
so before or after an event (eg SCG or Allianz).  Furthermore, of those 
visitors that come to the EQ more than three times a year, 67% also visit 
Centennial Park.   



 

The research also found that visitors to the EQ felt that the space lacked 

a desire to be able to walk through the EQ to access the light rail when 
available. 

In light of these findings, greater permeability and connections between 
the different aspects of the precinct we believe would greatly improve the 
user experience. 

- Maintaining and enhancing green open space; 

- Allowing for new experiences for residents and visitors with greater 
visitation and participation.   

Please note: the research showed that only 49% of people in the 
catchment area rate the current experience of visiting the EQ favourably.  
Additionally, 37% of the 500 people surveyed believed the EQ was out of 
touch with their needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

- Creating robust and sustainable commercial opportunities; 

- Responding to the population growth and needs of Sydney moving toward 
2040, particularly around neighbouring localities of Green Square, East 
Redfern, Surry Hills, Randwick and Paddington; 

- Respond to planned capital projects and initiatives from within the Park 
and neighbouring stakeholders.  

2. The identified key challenges and emerging opportunities are generally agreed 

As can be seen from the EQ 
visitation profile opposite  there 
is currently very variable visitation 
during the week.   
 
We believe improving the range 
and quality of amenities and 
services, in line with the needs of 
local and neighbouring 
communities, would help bring 
more visitors to the EQ and 
Moore Park precinct. 

 



 

are identified in the Draft Moore Park Master Plan which need to be addressed in order to 
achieve a successful outcome:- 

- Improving access; 

- Developing the right planning guidelines to match the change in 
community use; 

- Seeking solutions for the management of complex leasehold boundaries; 

- Improving connectivity and permeability; 

- Recovering green space and finding sustainable solutions to car parking. 

3. The four principles are supported 

Carsingha generally supports the following four principles which have been identified to drive 
the key strategies in the Draft Master Plan:- 

1. Preserving the green space and heritage  conserve the green space and protect the 
par  

2. Better connected and more permeable  increase public access to and from the park 
while breaking down barriers to pedestrian and cycle flow; 

3. Improved visitation and participation  a place for all to play; balancing community 
and high performance sports with world class entertainment and events; 

4. Improving sustainability  
sustainability. 

4.  

Carsingha notes and supports the strat
- 

- One integrated parkland comprised of six precincts; 

- Green spaces greened, and built spaces revitalised; 

- Primary movement structure characterised by avenue tree planting and 
intersected by hubs of activity; 

- -layered history celebrated through adaptive re-use and 
interpretation; 

- Greater integration between the precinct and surrounds for pedestrians 
and cyclists; 



 

- World-class entertainment precinct with dynamic indoor and outdoor event 
spaces that are interconnected with multiple entry points. 

5. Improved accessibility, permeability and connectivity into EQ is supported 

There are only two access points into EQ: one from Driver Avenue and one from Lang Road. 
Carsingha strongly supports increased opportunities for access into the precinct, generally as 
illustrated in Figure 2.9 on page 27 and Figure 2.17 on page 33 of the Draft Master Plan. 

Of particular importance to Carsingha is the identified potential new pedestrian link which 
connects Moore Park Road via Paddington Lane to a new concourse at the rear of a 

 

The precinct needs to operate in a more symbiotic way (as referenced in the findings from 
the community and visitor research on page 3) and this has been recognised in the Draft 
Master Plan. If vibrancy and activities in the precinct are to be increased there needs to be 
less barriers to easy pedestrian movement and the creation of new access points in the 
peripheral heritage wall as illustrated on Figure 2.7 on page 25 of Draft Master Plan is 
supported.  

6. Pedestrianisation of part of Driver Avenue is conditionally supported 

Carsingha considers that the potential closure of part of Driver Avenue so as to become a 
pedestrianised boulevard can have precinct wide benefits, but that the closure should not 
extend further south than the access gate into Fox Studios, thereby maintaining the option of 
creating an alternative peak time vehicular egress path from EQ. This requires further 
discussion and dialogue between key stakeholders (also see point 8 below). 

7. A review of current planning controls applying to EQ is supported 

The planning regime which applies to EQ was introduced in 1995 at a time when the whole 
of the former Moore Park Showground was envisaged to form part of a professional film 

tourists uses is very limited, particularly the necessity for commercial premises to be film and 
television related.  

Carsingha welcomes and supports a review of SEPP 47 (not only the range of permissible 
uses but also the limit on 144,000m2 of building area). 

8. Increasing the capacity of the multi-storey car park in EQ is supported 

The multi-storey EQ car park is structurally capable of accommodating additional levels. This 
provides an excellent opportunity for the orderly displacement of on-grass parking in Moore 
Park East by high performance playing fields and more green space.  

Existing peak time egress issues which arise at the car park at the cessation of major events 
will require a range of options to be explored to minimise delays for egressing vehicles, and 
this is particularly important if the capacity of the car park is to be increased.  



 

Carsingha wishes to explore these options with the CPMPT and other key stakeholders in 
due course. 

9. The creation of a primary entrance into EQ linked directly with the future Moore 
Park Light Rail stop is supported 

The creation of an improved public access into EQ on the northern side of the Hordern 
Pavilion, direct from the Moore Park Light Rail stop across Moore Park East in a boulevard-
type arrangement as illustrated on Figure 2.6 on page 27 of the Draft Master Plan, is 
strongly supported.  

10. Improved integration of EQ and the sports stadia precinct is supported 

There are obvious synergies between the facilities and services that EQ presently provides 
(and which EQ can potentially provide) and the sports stadia precinct. The two are highly 
complementary. Carsingha supports the Draft Master Plan intent (item 10 on page 18 and on 

-game activities 

Carsingha supports) referred to in points 5 and 6 above will enhance this improved 
integration. 

11. Investigations into, and discussions regarding, the potential use of the Show Ring 
as an active multi purposes sports (and entertainment venue) are supported 

The potential for the Show Ring to be used (in addition to events) for active multi-purpose 
sports is a matter that needs to be explored and discussed. Carsingha supports 
investigations in this regard. 

12. A wider range of uses in EQ is supported 

Carsingha strongly supports the broadening of entertainment, commercial, social and retail 
activities in EQ. In particular, the planning restriction which limits all commercial premises to 
only film and television industry related business only needs to be revisited in light of the 
evolution of this industry since the SEPP was developed in 1995. 

The opportunity to introduce a world-class 7-day food emporium/market in EQ is supported 
by Carsingha and the community in general. In our research conducted in Jan 2016, 63% of 
those surveyed agreed that the EQ is overdue for a revamp, rising to 74% in the local 
community.   Furthermore, only one quarter rated the current EQ retail mix positively and the 
most frequent activities undertaken are food/drink related. 

Consultation with visitors, key local resident groups and communities in neighbouring 
suburbs showed strong support for a new and improved range of quality, yet affordable 
artisan food and drink outlets and wine bars. 






